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The Seminary’s Hispanic Ministries Certificate Pro-gram was initiated in 1994 to provide education for ministry in Hispanic churches.  Through its certificate program, taught primarily in Spanish, classes are designated to help clergy and lay leaders to strengthen faith and witness of churches in the Hispanic and Latino communities throughout New England. The program curriculum includes courses in the Old Testa-ment, New Testament, pastoral care, church history, 
spirituality, social ethics, systematic theology, and educational ministry.  Classes are offered on Saturdays, with some occasional evening sessions. All participants must complete at least six courses of nine courses offered.   Upon successful completion of the program, a certificate is awarded.

Source of official student records:    



Hartford Seminary

             
Registrar's Office

            
77 Sherman Street

       
Hartford, Connecticut 06105
Courses and Recommendations

PMH 140:   Educational Ministry of the Hispanic Church  (El Ministerio de las Iglesia Hispana)       (1 cr. Basic)
Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:    18 hours (6 sessions)

Dates:  
   Sept. 1996 – May 2007
Objective: To define the educational ministry of the church and learn new principles and methods for teaching in a church setting.

Instruction:   This course will take seriously the urban context in which the Hispanic church does its educational ministry.  Through lectures, discussions, group exercises, written assignments and oral presentations, the student gains the knowledge and practice needed to develop relevant educational minis-tries in urban, Hispanic churches.

PMH 170:  Hispanic Social Ethics for Urban Ministry (Etica Social Hispana para el Contexto Urbano)   (1 cr. in Religion or Theology, Basic)
Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:    18 hours (6 sessions)

Dates:  
   Sept. 1994 – May, 2007
Objective:     To examine the field of social ethics with regard to Hispanic reality in the U.S.  By the end of the course, the student will understand ethics and how to reflect within the context of Hispanic Christianity in 

an urban context.

Instruction:     The course clarifies basic definitions of ethics, morality, biblical ethics, hermeneutics and the Hispanic context.  Special focus will be given to relating ethics to individual Christian life and the collective mission of the church. Each student identifies and develops his or her own ethical reflection in a conscious, systematic way. Therefore, besides formal presentations by the professor, students engage in classroom discussions, oral presentations and reflections, panel discussions and small group work.

PMH 251:   History and Theology of the Church: An Hispanic Perspective   (formerly listed as History in the Church [Historia de la Iglesia])    (1.5 cr. in History or Religion, Basic)
Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:     21 hours (7 sessions)

Dates:  
    May 1995 – May, 2007
Objective:   To help the student understand the basic areas of church history, from the early church until the modern age.

Instruction: The course is based on lectures on the various areas of church history identified in the syllabus, including apostolic beginnings, the age of the martyrs, the fall of the Roman empire and the rise 

of the papacy in the Western church, the Middle Ages, the church in the east, the Crusades and the challenge of Islam, the split between the church in the East and the West, the pre-Reformers (Wycliff, Huss, and Savonarola), the Reformation, the New World, Protestantism in Latin America and the growth of Hispanics in the U.S.  

PMH 270:   Introduction to the New Testament (Introduccion al Nuevo Testamento) NOTE: this course was replaced in Fall 1998 by a choice of either PMH275 or PMH 280.   (1.5 cr. in Religion or Theology, Basic)
Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:     18 hours (6 sessions)

Dates:        Feb. 1995 – Fall 1998
Objective:  To develop basic understanding of each book of the New Testament, including both content and interpretive methods for the various genres found in the literature.  The world of the New Testament and  application of the documents to our own world are also explored.

Instruction:   Through lecture, readings and discussion students study the history, background and interpretation of the literature of the New Testament.  Thus a general survey of each book of the New Testament with focus on understanding content, purpose and message is provided in the classroom lectures, weekly reading and written assignments. 

PMH 190:   Introduction to Systematic Theology (Introduccion a la Teologia Sistematica)   (1 cr. in Religion or Theology, Basic)
Location:   Hartford Seminary

Length:     18 hours (6 sessions)

Dates:        Nov. 1994 – May, 2007
Objective:  To examine the theological tradition Christian believers have inherited and its role in our current theological work as Hispanics. By the end of the course, the student will be better able to articulate a sound, clear, just theology contextualized to the Hispanic reality.

Instruction:     The course begins by defining theology and discussing the main topics of systemic theology (God, humanity, sin, Christ, salvation, the Church).  Students learn to define such terms as theology, systematic theology, contextualize, spirituality and understand theological concepts such as humanity, sin, God and Trinity, salvation, church, and sacraments.  The professor also introduces the student to various theological thinkers, particularly Hispanic ones.

PMH 110: Methods in Research and Writing for Biblical and Theological Studies (Formerly Methods of Bible Study)  (1 cr. Basic)

Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:    21 hours (7 sessions)

Dates:       Sept. 2000 – May, 2007
Objectives: Students learn how to use available resources in libraries, write a bibliography, take notes, practice the investigation and composition of good Biblical studies for use in Hispanic church and its Theological courses in the Seminary.

Instruction: Instruction is in workshop style.  Students practice their writing, both short essays and longer research papers.  They make extensive use of the seminary library for these assignments under the professor’s and research librarian’s guidance.  Final 

research and writing projects model type of work they 

will do for future classes.  Professor introduces students to the nature of biblical and theological studies in a more formal setting, and for life-long learning.   

PMH 280:        The New Testament: Paul and His Letters    (2 cr. Basic)
Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:     21 hours (7 sessions)

Dates:  
    Sept. 1999 – May, 2007
Objective:  To introduce the student to the in-depth study of the Pauline epistles, their structure, origin and message.  Attention will also be paid to the life and ministry of the Apostle Paul.   
Instruction:   Through lectures, discussions and student presentations, as well as a video about the life of Paul and his writing, this course will engage the student directly with the writings of the Apostle Paul and discuss ways in which his letters are still useful for Latino church ministry today.  Students will have an opportunity to present a Pauline letter in class, as well as write research papers on themes related to these letters. 

PMH 240:   Pastoral Care in the Hispanic Context (Cuidado Pastoral en el Contexto Hispano)        

 (1.5 cr.  in Human Services or Counseling, Basic)

Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:    18 hours (6 sessions)

Dates:  
   April 1995 – May, 2007
Objective:   To expose the student to a range of experiences in the field of Pastoral Care and to provide a biblical-theological basis of understanding the fundamentals of Pastoral Care.

Instruction: The professor introduces students to the different academic disciplines that bear upon the field of Pastoral Care. The student learns the role of the counselor in the Pastoral Care setting.  Case studies of pastoral care situations, group dynamics and role play, and the students’ own experiences are utilized to achieve course objectives.

PMH 120:   Spirituality and Christian Life:   An Hispanic  Perspective  (Espiritualidad y La Vida Cristiana:  Una Perspectiva Hispana)    (1 cr. Basic)
Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length: 18 hours (6 sessions)

Dates:  
    Feb. 1995 – May, 2007
Objective:  To explore biblical, historical, theological and practical implications of spirituality in the Hispanic church context.

Instruction: 
  This course discusses some historical and biblical roots of Hispanic spirituality.  The role of the church leader in fostering his or her own spirituality and that of others is explored.  Students also have the opportunity to discuss their own practices of spiritual exercises (prayer, fasting, etc.)  A special session deals with the role of worship and music in developing an Hispanic spirituality.

PMH 260:     Survey of the Hebrew Bible  (formerly Introduction to Hebrew Bible [Introduccion al Antiguo Testamento] )    (1.5 cr. Basic)
Location:   Hartford Seminary

Length:     21 hours (7 sessions)

Dates:        Jan. 1995 – May, 2007
Objective: To gain knowledge of the social, political and cultural background of the community that produced the Old Testament text. To learn about the fundamental message of the Old Testament and acquire certain facility with the various books contained in the Old Testament, including the facility for and openness to critical interpretation of Old Testament texts.  The student shall also acquire and 

develop enthusiasm in the use of the Old Testament in pastoral work, particularly preaching.

Instruction: This course consists of three 7-hour (all-day) seminars, divided into two sections: the morning 

will consist of lectures by the professor on the theoretical issues in the study of the Old Testament followed by questions and answers by the students. In the after-noon the class engages in hands-on interpretation and discussion of various texts that illustrate the morning teaching.   This will be followed by a summary of the critical issues in interpretation of the various Old Testament books and how these learnings can be applied to our own communities today.

PMH 175: Theology and Practice of Evangelism in the Hispanic Context    (1 cr. Basic)

Location:  Hartford Seminary

Length:    21 hours (7 sessions)

Dates:  
   April 2002 – May, 2007
Objective:         Students will discuss and analyze our context as a Christian community in the United States in light of the way it is related to Jesus and God's kingdom.
Instruction:  After a series of lecture presentations and discussions on various types of evangelism and out-reach in the history of the Christian church, students will design, present and discuss their own evangelism program for their ministry setting.  Pertinent material and curriculum from a variety of denominations will be presented to broaden the student’s perspectives on different approaches to the church’s work of evangelism and outreach in the Latino context.






